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EDILORDAL 


This is the last volume of Blumea for which my predecessor as director 
of the Rijksherbarium, Prof. Dr. H. J. Lam, is responsible. Since he founded 
this journal in 1934, eleven volumes have been published, together with 
four supplementary volumes, containing a wealth of information in many 
fields of systematic botany sensu latissimo. Through his untiring energy he 
has achieved a balanced development of the staff of the Rijksherbarium 
and has so broadened the institution’s range of activity that the single 
journal Blumea had become inadequate as a medium for publishing all the 


results of its scientific work. For this reason the mycological material 


is now being published in a separate journal Persoonia (1959 onwards) 


and that on the flora of the Netherlands in Gorteria (1961 onwards). 


Supplement 4 (1958) of Blumea was a jubilee volume dedicated to 
Professor Lam and issued in his honour on the occasion of the 25th anni- 
versary of his directorship of the Riksherbarium; besides his portrait, it 
contains a short biography and a full bibliography of his publications. That 
expression of gratitude for his services to botany in general and to the 
Rijksherbarium in particular makes it unnecessary to record them again 
here. He can be assured that the heritage he has passed on to us will be 
guarded and maintained with the greatest care. Let us hope that he may 
stay long with us in otio cum dignitate. 


Leiden, November 1962 Cc. G. G. J. VAN STEENIS 


